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CHAPTER IX.
In Which W Plan to Escape Together

From tho Ship.
HAD no Idea that It was morningI already, tho night bad paused so
quickly. Toe eastern sky was
already tray, and altbougb the

day bade fair to be an one
there was already light enough to dis-

tinguish land off to starboard. We
bad run quite near it la the night It
was still too gray to make out much
more than the existence of the land
Itself, but I thought I saw beyond the
Dearest Island others rising. At any
rate, there It was where it ought to be.
and I didn't make any doubt but that
It was the Island which we bad been
seeking then weary months at sea.

The whole crew was on deck. 1

didn't see any signs of Captnfn Mat-

thew body, although I looked hastily
about for It I learned Inter that they
had tumbled biro overboard without
s prayer or word after they had
knocked blm on the bead. Plmbnll,
Cllbby and one or two others of the
older seamen were on the quarterdeck,
the rest being strung along the leernll
In the waist staring at the island.
Two bands were at the wheel. The
ship was pitching and laboring heavily,
nnd It required two bands to bold bcr
up to It

During the ntgbt they had taken a
second reef in the tops'ls. A whole
Kale wr.s now blowing.
ntuivj. tin- - toim'l yards bad been furled
of rotirst The Kose of Devon wns a
wet kIiI In n seaway, and she was
ranking heavy weather out of it.

I noticed one thing with satisfaction
Tbey had evidently not thought It
worth while to break open the arms
chest or to force the key from nie.
which they could easily have done,
and none of them was armed.

"Well." I began, as I climbed over
the hatch combing and turned aft.

"I sent for you, began
Pimbali Insolently, nnd his failure to
"mister" me or to give me arrv tii
Indicated onr present relations, "be-
cause of that. and he pointed to the
leewad toward the Island.

"It looks like land," I said.
"It ! land. What Isudr
"How rin I tell?" I answered. "I

have never been in these seas before."
"Well, you t.k su observation yes-

terday, didn't yon?"

"And vt here wore we?"
I nnmiil a liitMml.- - nnd longltrnV

rot c?:.i- !!y what I had worked m:t.
but iif1 nmigti. I didn't want these
rufflai know exactly where w
were lie pulled out the chart as I

spoke and compared Its figures with
what I had given them. He cout
read figures If not letters.

"At any rnte." he said, after ntudy-ir-

over the map for a little time.
are R,lore a

niacins ior. is n :
"No." I admitted, "not very."
"Po you think that can lie It?"
"I can't tell for certain." 1 replied.

"until I get another shot at the sun
I should think the latitude about right
but to the londtude"

shot
creen

unless we have an- -

aweroi.
no clear weather today

with

whet tfo you advise then?"
aked Pimbali

"That we stand on slowly rtnring the
Cay asl bc&ve ut night and vrr

shot at the tun here-
abouts until the 'uy clear and tht
sun we will know just ex
nct'.y what course to take and Just

Personally shouid not have bove to
ship should

have vised Indeed would have
protested bad not

developed plan plan
ever rnmo head. But

tben the .ltuntion
And tbe accomplishment
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unpleasant

Everything

Hampdon."

"Certainly."

Seaman,

I was minded to desert the" ship with
my get ashore and trust our-
selves to the tender mercies of what-
ever natives there were than
stay with the vessel. no stock
in the sailors' promises and agree-
ments. Once they got the treasure It
would follow that they would kill me
and take her.

When we got the Hose of Devon
safely hove to the men all knocked off
work at once, leaving the decks in
state of confusion. Indeed, save to
clear up the gear, there was
to but wait Two or three men
were on watch, and the rest
were given the freedom of the 6hip
I was in doubt as to what to say
about the cabin; but, strangely
enough, nobody made any effort to
take advantage of the mastery of the
crew to quarter himself there. Indeed,
their quarters forward were almost
good ours, and they evidently

to together. The ship was
generously provisioned, and the fare
of the men had been unusually good.
They did. however, break into the
lazarette nnd help themselves to what-
ever they liked out of tbe cabin stores,
including n case of buttled spirits.

brought out other liquor and let
them- - have much as they wanted.

little liquor would make them ugly
and lutractable. I reasoned; lot
would make them drunk, and enough
would render them completely help-

less. I even joined tbem in their
It was enough to spill

my liquor and make pretense at
drinking, which soon deceived them.
They took to tbe liquor like ducks to
water.

The men on watch kept reasonably
sober for time, but even they were
not too abstemious. saw to that
Later on the rook, who was not yet too
druuk, fixed them up regular ban-
quet out of the cabin stores, and there
was no to my taking por- -

I Uon to my lady In the stateroom be
low, where she kept close and remain-
ed out of the way by my urgent en-
treaty.

My communications thnt long day
with my sweet charge were necessari-
ly Intermitted and short I did not
dare to be long away from tbe men tni.on deck. I still wore my sword, and flnjjif.

searched through the captain's cabin
I and found two heavy pistols, which I

(carefully charged, concealing them in
J the deep pockets of my pea Jacket I

passed among the men freely, handing
' out the spirits, opening fresh bottles
nnd bandying rough jests, but took
care never to be In any position wbere
1 could not command the companion
hatch, which led to the cabin.

Our drift was slowly but sorely In
tbe direction of tbe island. Indeed. I

think we bad made half league
more to leeward since we had been
hove to. From time to tirae I search- -

that Is not f.nr from the point we , tll, with teelog tnat

as

was protected and completely
inclosed ly u reef, on that side at least

I ni;retHi n iuu lunn, um me
sky continued overcast nnd mist

mifh more than that It was land.
nnd that wns enouch. was blir

"And yon get no at th ; enorjri, support life, snd I thought
mn iintl! mum. can yon?", nnceremonl- - jthat j detected patches here and
0!isly pvt in Oiibby. casting a long look .there that betokened TegeUtion and, if
to the eastward where the sty, wns j eo water nnd life,
thick nnd cloudy already. . j Nobody took any care to strike the

can t oven get an onservanon men t,t when darkness fell declar- -
clear weather, I

"There'll be

pre-
ferred

would below
seasoned

bardv
I seaman standing dead dr.ink. There evidently

other little remembrance rank.
dvi't much think assented. conscious made

"Well,

cau't u stay
is

visible, then

;:d it and

rather
took

do

be

A

easy

un-.-

in:

It
tl)

"i

to if

ed noisily that I go
turn in. All but the most
Hid dritkers were by this time

tsl-.- e it." said an old was
the two. , some of my

I If." I for no one yet any ob--

yet

niiu'ii

jection. supine on j

dec, eta Glibby. who was in no better
cane, with drunken effusiveness assur-
ed me that they would take care of the
ship, snd went below, having provid-
ed all of them with a fresh supply of
driuk just before.

wonder If I wonld
what's best to he done." j have leu J untitled in kitting tbem all

Tbe advice was so self evidently j while they were reudered thus belp-goo- d.

in fact the only practifable ad- - less. could not bring xnysolf to
vice, thnt there was no hesitation in such wholesale murder, richly as they
accepting It. The loatswaln stepped deserved It and Uttle as I was Inclined
rn to tii.. horseblock, crabbed the trum- - to mercy. also thought of clapping
pet at. shouted his orders. Presently In irons and stowing Jhem below.

.... 1.,.. ,V am Mr.. rvT- - AfiirtfrS Kv fritsum was nove wuu me uinuu
well ucder ber lee. distant perhaps a for that purpose, and Mistress Lucy
league and a half or maybe two leagues. and conld not work tbe ship unaided.

a au a lee shore. I not

against It I sudden-
ly a cs desper-.t- e

as into man's
required desperate
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We could not even feed and water our
prisoners, jet n cnuiu unc cwuicu
on or four true men assistance

would have risked It
Uor Mistress Lucy bad parsed tbe

dragging, anxious hours of that awful
day you can better Imagine than I can
describe. And my occasional Tislts

ih. nvia the shin was now in thai had scarcely reassured ber grer-tly- .

Ter best position I coald have pet ber. Irt in an emergency I ha"1 never

1,

known a who bad more spirit.
She had left her noon meal

and she was sitting there
In the cabin the
pistol, half to death. Poor
girl! don't blnme her.
may have been tbe cause of It, she was

glad to see me when I cam
in and Ugh ted the cabin

"Oh," she cried. "I have been to
agony tbe whole day. Every sound
has caused me to seize this
and when I have not been
the door I hare been on my knees

for yon and for I do
not think I can stand another day like
this."

"Please God. dear lady, yon shall
not," I said, at
her.

"What do yon mean I Hare yon a

"I have. The men are all drank. I
am going to leave the ship and take
you with me."

"But how when?"
For answer I threw open the stern

window of her cabin. On a level with
it swnng a small boat, a
Now I had taken during tbe
day to lower that boat little by little,
a few inches at a time and then a few
Inches at another time, as 1 bad

to get near the falls and to
them but

bad it down to tbe level of the
cabin Its sea were
cast off, and I had no doubt, if

on deck were as I them.
I could lower it all tbe way later with

"What do yon mean?" she asked,
out of the window and into

the empty boat
"I mean that yon and I are going to

embark in that boat and leave
this ship."

"But where are we
"There is land not a league and a

half under our lee. It seems to be the
most of a cluster of

"Is it the island we seek, do yon
think

them

three

"We are In tbe and
tbe of the chart If my

are
"The island was when

my ancestor was cast away upon It"
"Yes," said I. "but there may be na-

tives there now. but no savages of the
south seas could be more cruel and
ruthless than the men on this ship."

"Let us go," she 'said,
"What Is your plan?"

"I want you to dress in your
stoutest with your
shoes, wrap np in a bont cloak
and take with you a change of clothes
and some few for your
comfort I will go and tbe

for and I will see
if I can turn np any more weapons in
the room. dare not go to
the arms chest" It was below in the
bold anyway, and conld not waste
tbe time to bunt It out "we must
hurry."

"Why, yon said they were

recover their senses before
we know It want as long a start as

"Wait a she said. She
opened a drawer undor her berth and
drew out leather case, which she
opened and placed before me. There
were two ivory silver
pistols in It "Tbey to my fa-
ther." she said. "With one of them be

he" Her voice broke. nodded.
knew what be had done with one of
them. She further and
drew out an sword, quite nn-- j
like my heavy one. but if I could judge

about weapons, of fine tern-- i
per end and with Its hilt
studded with "This was
my father's too." she said. And I rec-- :
ognized it also. It was that I bad tak.
en from

The pistols were smaller than m
j huge

I i
!
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better suited for he?
and to load them from tbe
which them was

the work of a few minutes. I thrust
my own heavy weapon back into my
belt I then buckled her two pistols
n round her waist and bade ber take
tbe sword also. Wo might need all
these

Then I left ter and went out on
deck. Tbe men were In a

stnpor. Pimbali was sound
asleep; Glibby was He leer-
ed at me as I drew abreast of blm.

th ing ll be

I "The old
bark doesn't need mur )

I "I will go
and turn In. I think. If yon need me
call me."

As I went below Into tlx- - "'in I saw
that In a few moments li - w..uid t
like the rest

Which W. Pass th. Barrltr.In i
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woman"
practical-

ly untouched,
nervously clutching

frightened
Wbaterer

genuinely
lanterns.

weapon,'
watching

praying myself.

smiling reassflrlnjty

plan?"

whaleboct
occasion

op-
portunity
manipulate unobserved,

brought
windows. lashings

condi-
tions expected

Impunity.

staring

tonight

going?"

easterly Islands."

exactly latitude
longitnde calcu-

lations correct"
uninhabited

shuddering.

yourself
clothes, heaviest

yourself

necessaries
rummage

lazarette provisions,

captain's

Insensi-
ble."

"They'll

possible."
moment"

handled mounted
belonged

rummnged
exquisite

anything
strength

diamonds.

Arcester.

barkers,

accompanied

weapons.

profound
drunken

nodding.

"Everyth

"Everything," answered.
watching to-

night"
yawned extravagantly.

CHAPTER X.

lazarette was well provided.
and I stocked the boat hand
somely, not forgetting an ax, a
lantern and pnder box. Thert

was not much water, but I emptied
some bottles of wine and filled them,
altbougb I did not much worry on that
account because there would be plenty
of wster undoubtedly on the island
Tbe boat was provided with a com-
pass and a mast and sail. I got ictt
ber as she swung at the davits and
overhauled spar and gear. Tben I
shipped tbe tiller, and presently ev-

erything was ready. A final search
brought to light a narrow locker in
the captain's room, which I forced
open and which I found to contain a
fine fowling piece, a double barreled
shotgun and a heavy mnsket with
plenty of powder and balL These I
passed into the boat also.

"Have you got now what yon wish
to take?" I asked when all my prepa-
rations were completed.

"A chsnge of linen, some toilet arti-
cles and necessaries, brush and comb,
ceed'es and thread," she answered,
holding np ber bundle.

"Good." sail I. I Judged it was
a boot 10 o'clock at night "Now. do
yon get into the boat ma da ax"

She had not been on the sMp for
ix months without having learned

aomcthiss. snd she Instantly asked
me;

Do You Eat Everything ? "
"Yes, almost! enQy it
because I dUgest it with
Wrigley's hjm-j-m

I always carry it with me it
makes me sure of a good appetite,
easy digestion, bright teeth, pure
breath. It's a good habit that
makes up for my bad habits.
It's the biggest value that a nickel
will buy. It's a delicious goody
you can't get too much of it."

Chew it after every meal

"But bow are you going to lower it
away?"

"I will have to go up on deck for
that." I said.

"But won't they see yon?"
"1 don't think so. but whether they

do or not we must chance it bat If
anything should happen to me I'll cnt
the boat adrift, and you will be in
God's bands."

Silently I assisted her to take her
place in the stern sheets. It was. not
a large boat. On the contrary, yet she
made but a small figure sitting there.
Then I went on deck. I had a can of
oil with me to oil the blocks. It was
as I fancied. By that time
on the ship was asleep in a drunken
stupor. The ship was deserted so far
os human was concerned.

Still 1 didn't neglect any
I oiled the shlves of the block and
lowered the bor.t away carefully, inch
by Inch, until it was water borne. 1

reassured my mistress by
words as I did so. She bad bad ber in-

structions and right well she followed
them. She had her boat book out and
fended oft the minute the boat touched
the water. For me to belay tbe falls
and slide down the forward one to cast
off and take my place in tbe boat was
but the work of an instant The oars
bad been carefully muffled. Although
the noise of the waves rendered con-

versation quite safe, we neither of ns
spoke a word until I bad rowed some
distance from the ship. -

It was nearly midnight before we got
shipshape, my lady brave-

ly helping me with ber best efforts,
and tbe little vessel threshed gallantly
through the big seas.

I bad carefully taken my bearings
during the day and as I bad a good
compass on the boat 1 knew exactly
how to steer. tbe wind
beld steady. 1 laid ber course so
as to clear tbe northeast end of tbe
island, around which I Intended to
swing so as to be bidden from

"
tne

ship at daybreak. . i
I told ber after awhile that ah waa

safe. No sound bad come from tbe
ship and tbe lights in tbe cabin which
at first we could see dimly presently

Onr escape bad not been
discovered. I at last that
she should go to sleep. I arranged the
boat cloak and blankets and although
she bad to be much I finally
prevailed cpon ber to lie down in tbe
boat ber bead by my knees, and tbns
we sailed on through tbe nlgbt

Wben day broke I bauled aft tbe
sheet and beaded the boat to the south-
ward, for I had now crossed tbe bead
of tbe Island and could run down tha
other side. By tbe time it was fairly
dawn I had made enough soothing to
place the north end of tbe island be-

tween ourselves and the ship. 1 steer-
ed the boat toward the land.

My hopes were bigb and I felt a kind
of exhilaration at our escape, altbougb
I was by no means inclined to mini-
mize th of peril we might
soon bo compelled to meet Tbe island
was onr des-rnati- on, however, and for
it therefore I beaded my
small craft with its precious and still
peacefully sleeping cargo.

The island was nnlike any I bad ever
looked npon. In tbe first place, like
most Pacific Ulanda. It was inclosed
by a barrier reef, over which ihe
waves broke in whitecaps as far as I
could see. I supposed that somewhere
there would be an opening In tbe reef
through which we could saiL That
was invariably tbe case with all joe.

Islands that I bad ever known or-rea-

about But I could not see tbe open-
ing from the boat yet Tbe lagoon en-
closed by the barrier reef seemed to be
a quarter or half a mile wide.

The strangest part of the whole
scone was that tbe Island Itself locked
like a whitish gray wail rising straight
up from the lagoon for, I suppose, from
lM feet In the lowest part to 300 feet
or more without a break. Its top was
covered with greenery. It stood up
like a solid rampart of stone. From
wbere we were I couldn't see the end
of the Island, altbougb from my inspec-
tion of it the day before I judged It
might be six or eight miles long, and
as I bad sailed past It I estimated It
was about tbe same breadth ard near-
ly circular In shape.

A long distance away on the other
side nnd bard to be seen at all from
the level of the sea In the small bont
lay other Islands, faintly outlined on
the far horizon.

I suppose I must have thranbed
about somewhat when T brought trie
dingy to the wind and charged bcr
course, for presently my little mistress
awoke. She sat up instantly, and after
the briefest of uiy
good morning and the briefest reply
to my inquiry as to bow she did she
stared at the iand toward which we
were edging In so far as the wind
would allow. It was a bleak,

looking place, that gray, rough
wall. In spite of its crust-
ing of verdure. I will admit and she,
too, found it so. After she bad stared
hard at the land she cast an anxious
glance to leeward, but of course, could
make nothing of the distant islands
there.

"We nyst get ashore," said I, "as
soon as possible. By tbe time their
debauch will bare worn off they will
either bring the ship here or send tbe
boat after ns. Afloat we can do noth-
ing, ashore we may find some conceal-
ment and probably make some de-

fense."
"It Is a bleak looking spot"
Indeed, not a curl of smoke any

where betrayed the presence of man-
kind. Had it not been tor

in tbe walls of the cliff ber and
there which were filled with vegcta
tlon. one might have supposed the la--

land to be nothing but a desolate and
arid rock, bnt this reassured me. I
thought it strange that there was no
mountain or bill rising from beyond
the top of tbe wall, but I was yet to
see how strange tb Island wss.

Bnt as It was full morning now I
decided that first of all tbe creatnre
comforts bad to be thought of. I offer-
ed to relinquish tbe tiller and prepare
something to eat but Mistress Lucy
took tbat open herself. What we bad
was cold, but there was plenty of It
and at my nrglng she at heartily.
For myself I needed no stimulus but
my raging hunger. I wanted ber to
be in fettle for whatever might bap
pen.

We bad not much tbe
while, but I do remember that she did
say she had rather be here alone with
me than on the ship, whereat my
heart pounded, bet I bad sense enough
to say nstblng. Her loneliness and

appealed to me. I might
have teen bold under otber

but not now.
Weil, we coasted along tbat barrier

reef a good part of the morning until
we reached tbe otber end of the Island
and discovered to our dismay that
tbere was no opening, nc
hrealc In. It through which wa could

l
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make our way. When we reached, the
lower end my lady was for sailing
around on tbe other side, but this I did
not dare. We bad beard nothing from
the ship or ber boats, and I didn't pro-
pose to arouse any pursuit by coming
within possible range of bcr glasses.
I did not know wbere the Rose of De-
von lay.

"Madam." said I at last "there is
naught for us but to try to go over tbe
reef in some fashion. As I examined
the island yesterday through tbe
glasses I couldn't see any opening in
the reef on that side. and. although I
never saw or beard of a case like this
before, I make no doubt but what the
reef is continuous and there is no ac
cess to tbe Island except over it And
come to think of it Sir Philip's chart
showed no opening either."

"I recall that the reef completely en-
circles the island in tbe map," assent-
ed my lady,

"Then we must even pass over It as
we can. I have bad some experience
In taking a boat through the surf. and.
altbougb It la a prodigious risk. I be-
lieve I can take this one over. I think
we shall win through If yon will sit
perfectly quiet and trust to me."

I will do whatever yon tell me,"
she said with a most becoming and un
usual meekness. "I think I know I
trust you entirely. Master Hampdon."

Very well." said I quietly, "and may
God help ns!"

Fortunately the tide was making to-

ward the shore of the island. 1 select-
ed a spot wbere tbe huge, rolling waves
seemed to break more smoothly than
elsewhere, which argued a greater
depth of water over the barrier, less
roughness and fewer possibilities of
being wrecked on tbe jagged points of
tbe coral reef. Dousing th sail, un-
shipping tbe tiller and rudder and pull
ing the oars with all my strength after
an unuttered prayer I shot tbe boat di-

rectly toward tbe spot I had chosen.
Just before I reached It I threw tbe
oars inboard, seized one of tbem, which
I wished to nse as a steering oar, and
stepped aft past my lady, who ut a
little forward and well down In the
bottom of the boat 1 braced myself in
the stern sheets and waited. W were
racing toward that reef with dizzy
speed, rising with tbe uplift op the
wave. I bad Just time for one word.

"If we die." 1 shouted, "remember
tbat I have been your true servant al-

ways."
She nodded ber bead, ber eyes glis-

tening, snd then I lost sight of ber. A
bnge roller overtook us. The little boat
rose snd rose and rose with a giddy,
furious motion. Suddenly it began to
turn. If It went broadside to th reef
snd a wave caught it or one broke over
It we should be lost, but I bad foreseen
tbe danger. I threw out my oar and
with every pound of strength in arm.
leg and body 1 thrust blindly, desper
ately, against th thrust of th sea. It
was an nneqnal combat a roan against
tne raclfic ocean. I couldn't bay main
tained it for long. And yet It seemed
hours. Tbe strain wss terrific.

Tbe wave we were riding broke Just
as we reached tbe top. We sank down
into what seemed a valley of water.
the breakers roared In cur ears, tbe
spray fell over us Ilk rain. W sank
lower and lower, tber was a sound of
grinding along the keel. We bad struck
tbe coral evidently. I thought this was
aJL for another moment nnd the bottom
wonld have been ripped ont of ber; bat
no. w were over an safety.

The last reciaoder cf O wave
brokejfxvoTjjusjdjyriicJi me la

11

Look for the spear
Avoid imitations

.tne back' as 1 blood aft with such fore
as to bring me to my knees. However,
in tbat position 1- - acted as a sort of
breakwater and the dinghy was not
completely filled. Altbougb she bad
shipped quantities of sea. she still
Boated. The force with which w bad
been thrown over the crest of the wave
drove us landward with tremendous

Th Strain Was Tsrrifio.

peed. It was terrific. I was stunned
for a moment but the sweetest vole
in the world recalled me to my senses.

"It wss glorious, magnificent!" cried
my mistress exultantly. "Are yon
hurt? Are we safe?"

Her clothes bad been drenched, of
course, but she was otherwise unharm
ed and there was a Strang light in ber
eyes,

"I am not hurt," I answered. "God
has preserved me tbns far."

"For me," she said softly.
"For your service." I answered

gravely, quit understanding tbat was
what she meant

And sow to make tbe landing. Th
boat while it bad come to a standstill,
was filled with water, but I couldn't
stop to bait it out then, so I stepped
csrefnlly forward, shipped the oars
and rowed slowly forward across th
lagoon.

(To be Continued Neat Saturday.)
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